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where. The menace of this consists in our tendency to 
impose ourselves upon the whole world, upon Central 
and South America, and upon European colonies in the 
New World. All of these traits of ours began in "a 
mixture of youthful extravagance, arrogance, and 
adaptability." Our success does not impress this critic. 
He finds that our extraordinary development is due not 
to what we consider our surpassing merit, but to the 
natural resources of our country. As a result of our 
past he finds our characteristics of the present to be as 
follows : 

"1. Ah overweening pride of race, based on the ma- 
terial development of the country, achieved largely 
through the ability and industry of 'foreigners.' Known 
locally as patriotism. 

"2. The establishment of dollar-producing or dollar- 
collecting capacity as the absolute standard of value, 
covering every form of intellectual and spiritual achieve- 
ment. Known locally as 'practical idealism,' based on 
'equality of opportunity.' 

"3. Glorification of 'democracy' as an abstract idea, 
divorced from practical control by the rank and file. 
Known locally as 'the union of efficiency and democracy 
under sane leadership.' 

"4. General lawlessness and contempt for orderly pro- 
cedure. Known locally under a great variety of flowery 
and meaningless names, of which 'upsurging of the great 
heart of America' may be taken as an example." 

Commenting on this series of indictments, interesting 
fact, a writer in the London Times, Literary Supple- 
ment, for November 30, remarks: "Every one who has 
' visited the States with his eyes open will recognize these 
familiar characteristics." 

But the author has still more savage things to say of 
us. He finds a growing corruption and manipulation 
of our legislatures and of the law courts, with a dimin- 
ishing liberty and an increasing recourse to lawless- 
ness. While privilege, oppression, and corruption have 
greatly diminished, say, in Great Britain, and liberty 
and order have greatly increased there, the opposite is 
the case with America. Our friend of the London 
Times has no consolation for us here, for he says : "The 
choice of alternatives offered by Mr. Colyer may flatter 
the vanity of Eussians and Americans, who cherish the 
belief in common, as the Germans did, that it is their 
mission to lead the rest of the world in the path of 
progress ; but it ignores history and the character of the 
English people to mention no others." In the presence 
of such an indictment it is not necessary to seek any 
"power the giftie gie us"; we can "see" without any 
"power." 

The Times reviewer, recognizing "that there is truth 
in the picture," magnanimously adds, "but it is not the 
whole truth." That helps. 

We, too, believe that "it is not the whole truth." Per- 



haps it would not be an undue violation of the principle 
of modesty if we were to suggest that the author of this 
book is himself a bit opposed to the rights of property. 
It is possible that he is a communist. There is evidence 
that he is. If so, it is not so difficult to understand his 
fear of the American menace. For persons of such 
kidney America is a menace. All such ultra radicals, 
be they of Eussia or elsewhere, are quite well aware of 
the fact that America is not only a menace to them, it 
is to them their chief menace. This is a fact. And the 
fact is a very bright jewel in America's crown. Of 
course, instead of a menace, America is the hope of 
Europe. Thoughtful Europeans know this, and are 
acting upon it. 



A BY-PRODUCT OF WAR IN HELLAS 

The man on the street was shocked to read of the 
execution of the former Greek Commander-in- 
Chief, General Hadjianostis ; of former Foreign Minister, 
Paltazzis ; of two former Ministers for War, M. Stratos 
and M. Theotokis, and of two former premiers, M. 
Gounaris and M. Protopapadakis. These men were shot 
by decree of the Eevolutionary Committee, de facto gov- 
ernment in Athens, November 27. Admiral Goudas and 
General Stratigos were sentenced to degradation and 
imprisonment for life. Something about such a pro- 
ceeding seems to have aroused more resentment than the 
news of a battle. Probably our friend on the street said 
to himself that Great Britain did well to withdraw her 
minister from Athens at once. 

How could such a thing take place? Mr. Lindley, 
the British Minister, protested before the event. But 
M. Veniselos is said to hold that the executions were 
legally carried out by a legally constituted court-martial, 
and that they were, overwhelmingly justified by the evi- 
dence. The reasons given by the court-martial, accord- 
ing to a Eeuter telegram, state further that the defend- 
ants knowingly concealed from the people the danger of 
returning Constantine as King of Greece; that they did 
this for the purpose of promoting their individual in- 
terests; that they employed terrorist methods to stifle 
expressions of public opinion contrary to their interests; 
that they brought about the defeat of the Greek armies 
in Asia Minor. The court-martial points out further 
that when the abdication of King Constantine was being 
urged they arranged with General Hadjianostis, in- 
competent if not mentally unbalanced, a fake offensive 
against Constantinople, with the result that a strength- 
ened Turkish morale ended in the defeat of the Greeks. 
In short, it is charged that the defendants conspired to 
commit acts of high treason, and for that reason they 
were guilty under various articles of the military and 
penal code. 
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Yet the resentment against the executions has been 
widespread. The enemies of Greece made use of the 
incident at home and particularly at Lausanne. But the 
most outspoken critics are British. Lord Curzon per- 
sonally took the most serious view of it. As has been 
said, the British Minister has been withdrawn. The 
most outspoken opponents of the executions are found 
in the British press. 

This British revulsion of feeling may have back of 
it more than appears on the surface. Even certain 
British statesmen are a bit curious to examine the rea- 
sons for England's action. It has been asked in the 
House of Common's why the British Minister at Buda- 
pest was not recalled in consequence of the White Ter- 
ror. One newspaper wonders, if France were guilty of 
a local Amritsar among her Moslems, if Britain should 
withdraw her ambassador from Paris. The Manchester 
Guardian puts the matter still more pertinently. In its 
issue of December 1, it says : 

"But we get the impression, at tbe finish, that there 
is much to be known that we still do not know about the 
reasons for the government's action. How far did any 
of these unfortunate ministers receive encouragement, 
direct or indirect, from British ministers to persevere in 
the Anatolian adventure? That question is asked, but 
is not answered; but, of course, if they were either our 
collaborators or our instruments in a policy for the non- 
success of which they have been put to death it was in- 
cumbent on us to do all that was possible to save them 
from their fate; and it will be noticed that Mr. Bonar 
Law laid great stress on the action of the government a 
fortnight ago in threatening the Kevolutionary Com- 
mittee with a breach of relations in the hope of saving 
the lives of the accused. Did that action proceed from 
pure humanity or from a certain sense of responsibility 
for their position? We should know better if we had 
more information about the relations between the late 
Greek Ministers and our own Foreign Office." 

Of course, the whole business is but a by-product of 
war — breeder of most of the ills we suffer. 



December 11, at noon, the territory of Kiao-Chow 
was restored to China, and for the first time in 
twenty-four years the Chinese flag was raised over the 
administration building of that city. Thus the rule of 
Germany over that land, followed by the Japanese, who 
seized the territory during the World War, is at an end. 
The Japanese headquarters have been taken over by the 
Chinese. The Japanese troops left December 14. 

We hope that this marks the beginning of the very 
end of the long controversy over this situation. 

Wang Cheng-Ting, Foreign Minister to China, senses 
some danger from the Japanese boroughs. He is unable 
to understand why the arms promised by the Japanese 
for the police have not arrived. He says that Japan has 



postponed the delivery of these arms three times. He 
suspects that there are relations existing between the 
Japanese subordinates and the bandits which have been 
causing the Chinese authorities no little anxiety. The 
government believes that it can handle the bandits in 
the province of Shantung, especially if the Japanese 
will not interfere. The Japanese authorities insist that 
they are acting in all good faith. In the light of the 
facts at hand, we believe this to be the case. 



One looking for a beam of light from some little 
candle can profitably turn just now to Japan. An 
officer of the American Peace Society now in that coun- 
try writes : "The military spirit is thoroughly subdued. 
The costly fiasco in Siberia has opened the eyes of every 
one, and the Washington Conference came as a welcome 
rain in a thirsty field." Our State Department has just 
released an article published in Japan, telling of the 
naval vessels being scrapped in Japan under the Wash- 
ington treaty, a statement which has been officially con- 
firmed by the Japanese foreign office as correct. The 
Japanese Government plans faithfully to observe the 
provisions of the Washington treaties in every particu- 
lar. Before the ratification of the naval treaty Japan 
suspended her work on new capital ships. She is now 
removing the greater part of the armament from eleven 
capital ships. Both the guns and the armor of the bat- 
tleship Fuji have been taken off and the vessel converted 
into a service ship. The net result will mean the reduc- 
tion of the navy by 38 vessels, a total of 13,395 tons. 
The Japanese naval personnel has in consequence been 
reduced by 12,000 men and officers. Plans have been 
completed for the abolition of certain naval bases, of 
the depot at Port Arthur, and of a reduction of the 
present five naval districts to three, the Port Arthur 
change to be concluded this mdnth and the others "by 
April, 1923." The naval budget has reduced the Navy 
Department estimates by forty million yen. 

There is evidently a will to peace in Japan. There 
is a National Peace Council there, made up of the 
Japan Peace Society,- League for the Limitation of 
Armaments, Women's Peace Society, and a number of 
other similar organizations. After several months of 
preparation, there has been recently formed the Japan- 
ese Association for International Education, the aim 
of which is to promote mutual understanding and 
justice between nations, the realization of an enduring 
peace. 

If only France and Italy can persuade themselves to 
ratify the Washington treaties, the good deeds in Japan 
will be seen to shine farther and to illuminate more 
brightly the gloom of our "naughty world." 
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Thb contrast between the ways of folk and the be- 
havior of governments is rather strikingly brought 
out by the Associated Press dispatch that American 
doughboys in the Rhineland are making up a purse of 
money, millions of marks, with which to give German 
youngsters a real Christmas. It appears that the Rhine- 
land Post of Veterans of Foreign Wars started the purse 
with 300,000 marks, and that every soldier in the Amer- 
ican forces is giving at least the equivalent of $1.00, 
which, with the present exchange, is more than 8,000 
marks. Top sergeants are entrusted with the task of 
seeing that none of the soldiers forget to contribute. 
Eelief work already has begun among the German poor. 
A number of soup-kitchens are operated by officers, and 
the Veterans' Committee is collecting clothing and toys 
which are to be distributed to the German children at 
the customary Christmas tree of the i\merican forces in 
Germany. A little more of that spirit among the dip- 
lomats, and the Christmas of 1922 would become a 
Christ-mas indeed. 



The United States has dispatched a naval mission 
to Brazil. We understand that this has been done 
upon the invitation of the Brazilian Government. The 
purpose is to aid Brazil in the reorganization of her 
navy. It is our view that the circumstances warrant 
such a proceeding, for the navies of certain South Amer- 
ican nations, Brazil's included, need overhauling from 
the bottom up. The main need is to create these navies 
as aids rather than threats to their respective govern- 
ments. South American navies have been turned more 
than once against the governments which they were or- 
ganized to support. It is inconceivable for us of the 
United States to imagine our army or navy used as an 
instrument, to overthrow our government, and we cannot 
understand the system which makes it possible any- 
where. If our navy officers can interpret to the officers 
of the Brazilian navy the relations existing between the 
United States Government and its navy, it will be of no 
little service to Brazil. 

And yet our action has met with the disapproval of 
the Argentine Government. Officials of Argentina point 
out that the position of the United States is inconsistent,, 
in that while fostering conferences for the reduction of 
armaments among South American republics, it is offi- 
cially aiding one of them to strengthen its navy. The 
newspapers of that country have featured our mission, 
for the purpose of discrediting Brazil's effort to call an 
early arms conference of Argentina, Brazil, and Chile, 
preparing the way for the Fifth Pan American Confer- 
ence which is to meet in Santiago, Chili, in March. The 
result is that the preliminary conference has been aban- 
doned. True, Argentina suggests that an armament 



conference prior to the Congress in Santiago might be 
interpreted suspiciously by some of the other South 
American republics. This may be the case. We hope 
this last reason is the dominant one, for certainly the 
United States is anxious that i.ts mission to Brazil shall 
mean no offense to our other sister republics of Latin 
America. 



The Advocate of Peace has no sympathy with the 
attempts to stir up strife in America between re- 
ligious sects; on the contrary, with all the power at its 
command, it condemns them. Efforts, for example, to 
align Masons and Protestants against Catholics, or vice 
versa, are un-American and contemptible. At this 
Christmastide, especially, we would emphasize that the 
only justifiable religious intolerance is an intolerance 
for religious intolerance. The world is faced with prob- 
lems enough without being obliged to give attention to 
.the silliest and most indefensible of all hatreds, namely, 
"religious hatreds." 



THE CENTRAL AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

Remarks of Honorable Charles E. Hughes, 
Secretary of State, Chief of the Dele- 
gation of the United States 

Gentlemen : It is a high privilege to extend to you, 
on behalf of the President of the United States, a 
most cordial welcome. 

Solicitous as you must be of the dignity, rights, and 
interest of your respective nations, your presence here 
attests your appreciation of a community of interest and 
your sincere purpose to promote a common welfare by 
assurances of mutual esteem and the establishment of 
the essential conditions of tranquillity and security. 

You will find here the most friendly atmosphere, the 
helpful spirit of co-operation, and an intense desire to 
aid you in the furtherance of your own wishes for an 
abiding peace and a constantly increasing prosperity. 
The Government of the United States has no ambition 
to gratify at your expense, no policy which runs counter 
to your national aspirations, and no purpose save to pro- 
mote the interests of peace and to assist you, in such 
manner as you may welcome, to solve your' problems to 
your own proper advantage. The interest of the United 
States is found in the peace of this hemisphere and in 
the conservation of your interests. 

The same desire which now animates you prompted 
the Central American Peace Conference of the year 
1907. The passing of the years, the important changes 
recently wrought, the spectacle of the devastating re- 
sults of war, have heightened your determination to con- 
sider the fundamental requisites of stability and devel- 
opment. Your purpose, manifested in your cordial ac- 
ceptance of the invitation of the Government of the 
United States, is to build on foundations already laid ; 
to take account of changed conditions in order that you 



